Summit Bengals F1 Bengal Guide
Interested in an F1 Bengal?  Here are some facts and frequently asked topics to help you decide if an F1 is right for you.

Like any other animal each F1 will have a unique and different personality.  We handle our babies from birth and spend lots of time interacting with them to ensure the best temperament possible. These cats can and will be stubborn to a fault. You can fuss at them, frighten them, try to “reason” with them but you cannot force them to act/interact your way.  If you want a cat that will 
behave just like a dog, then this cat is definitely not for you.  F1 owners should understand the needs of the cat and be able to modify the home environment to fit these needs.  The F1 will definitely not modify their behaviors to fit your home.  
Some Considerations:

Modifying your home environment may mean things like child proofing your home from small objects that they might try to consume.  Unlike with a human toddler you have to be aware of objects that are found higher than the countertops (  Some items if consumed can be deadly as they lodge in their digestive tract.  Things like rubber-bands, styrofoam, and woven rugs should be removed or stored in an area that the cat is not allowed….which can be tricky because if they get the idea that something is “off limits” they try 500 times harder to get there to see what the fuss is.  They love to eat paper so if you tend to leave bills, homework, photos, or other items of importance lying around it is subject to a taste/nibble and possibly torture and death from your F1.  Having an F1 requires you to keep a tidy home for their safety and your sanity.
ALC’s and early generation Bengals tend to be horrible little thieves.  They will take items and hide them in places for you to find at a later time….another reason to keep your home tidy.  If you take the items back they will try that much harder to sneak them away again to put them in a new location.  Our ALC is particularly fond of stealing socks and washcloths.  He stashes them for me to find later.  Of course ALL of them are chewed through with holes when I find them.  We now have a strict closed door policy to the bedrooms when he is in the house and all laundry in our laundry room must be put away.
The litter box is also a consideration when contemplating the purchase of an early generation cat like the F1 Bengal.  The Asian Leopard Cats prefer to eliminate in water as they would in the wild.  This can sometimes pass to their offspring causing them to eliminate in inappropriate places.  We have had great success with litter training using a product called Kitten Attract litter.  We litter train all of our babies with this product and did the same with our ALC.  Our ALC was trained to eliminate in water when we got him and is now 100% litter trained even when he has full run of my home.  We send our F1’s home with a starter pack that includes a bag of Kitten Attract litter and the same style litter box that they have been using here.  It is imperative that you keep your new F1 baby in a confined space in your home for the first several weeks.  Some breeders recommend doing this until they are 4 months of age.  I think it depends on the kitten.  This is to ensure that they develop and maintain good litter box habits.  I don’t envy you the “telling off” that you will receive from your new furry baby but this is an important process to make sure your F1 will stay a welcome member of the family!  This is a responsibility that you take on when you purchase an F1 Bengal.  You can let them explore in the home if they are supervised but they should return to that space when unsupervised and at night.  I know some will choose to use there bedrooms for this so they can spend the most time bonding with their new companion (after all bonding with your F1 is equally important)….honestly, I would probably do this as well.  This is fine as long as you know that the kitten is using the litter box appropriately.  If they start having accidents you will need to move them to a small space like a bathroom.  Word of caution…fabric softener smells like ammonia to cats and can cause them to want to pee on clothes and bedding.  I would make sure to avoid fabric softener if you are housing your new baby in your bedroom….best not to confuse the little one!!  Also if they do have an accident on bedding you will need to wash the bedding and the area on the mattress if needed with an enzymatic cleaner for cat urine.  If the items are not cleaned appropriately the cat may continue to use that spot because their sensitive little noses can still smell the urine and they think it is OK to keep using that spot.  If you use the Kitten Attract litter and keep your little one confined for the specified time you will have a wonderful and loving pet.
Bonding:

We handle and love on our babies from the time that they are born.  Early socialization is SO important with these little ones.  When the babies go to their forever homes this is where the true bonding begins.  Don’t get me wrong we become very attached to our kittens and love them dearly.  We also have an entire litter here with us as do the kittens so they become used to interacting as a group and rely on their siblings for a lot of their entertainment and interaction even when we are swooping them up to snuggle on them.  When they come home to you, you become their only source of interaction.  They will bond very strongly to their new owners when they are young.  Some F1’s will only bond to one or two people and some will bond to a group of people (whomever lives in the home).  The bond with an F1 (or ALC for that matter) is very hard to explain.  They become very dependent on you and at the same time you start to feel like you are their property instead of the other way round.  They will love you intensely!  

F1’s are also very vocal cats.  They can make a wide range of noises.  If you are a “newbie” to early generation cats like the F1 they may even sound angry at times.  A hiss or grumble may only be them expressing their opinion.  Some hiss and spit at toys when they are playing.  Whatever the noise you can be sure that your F1 will not be shy about telling you how they feel.  They have a very distinct sound unlike any other cat you have owned.  
These cats are absolutely beautiful, unique, and enchanting.  They are capable of the most intense love and devotion to their owners.  They are truly unlike any other pet you have owned.  Still think an F1 is right for you?  We strive to place our F1 babies in a FOREVER home.  As stated above these cats bond to people at a young age and if rehomed may never bond to another person….certainly not the same as they did with the original owner.  Again, these cats DO NOT REHOME WELL.  They can become aloof and fearful in new environments and do not want to be handled.  This is not true of ALL rehoming situations, but is a concern and we feel strongly that rehoming is not in the best interest of these cats.  This is the reason that we screen our F1 buyers closely and need to know that they fully understand the needs of these cats before purchasing.
If you have any questions or would like to be added to our waiting list for F1 babies feel free to email us.  Please reference that you have read our F1 Bengal guide. 

Thanks!

Summit Bengals

